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Scalding Water Found In

Nearly 90% of Hotel Rooms Surveyed by

Powers; Legionella also a Risk
12.07.04 10:22AMET

Arecent survey conducted at major hotel chains across the LS. reveals that
mast hotel bath, shower and sink fixtures deliver water at scalding
temperatures. For 16 months, Bruce Fathers, director of marketing for
Powers, a Chicago-based supplier of water tempering technology, and fellow
managers, surveyed water temperatures in hotel rooms they've stayed at -
mare than 140 to date.

"Dangerously high water temperatures are being delivered at most hotel
rooms nationwide," added Fathers. "Travelers are especially atrisk hecause
they're in an unfamiliar setting. Many shower valves, paricularly those with
volume control, can be opened in the full-hot position.”

Ofthe first 142 rooms surveyed, nearly 90% (89.4) delivered maximum hot
water temperatures for showers in excess of 115 degrees F while over half
(A7.5%) provided water in excess of 125 degrees F - way too hot for safe
bathing. Remarkably, 16% delivered water in excess of 140 degrees F. "This
creates a huge liability potential for owners and operators,” said Fathers.

The average maximum shower temperature was 126.1 degrees F. Faucets
delivered an even higher average maximum hot water temperature of 127.49
degrees F. "The ideal, maximum safe temperature far home or hotel water is
104 degrees F; that gives you an idea of how dangerous this has become”
added Fathers.

The highest recorded temperature at a hotel showerwas 171.5 degrees F
while the highest temperature at a lavatory was 161.59 degrees F. At 140
degrees F, ittakes only 3 seconds to sustain a first-degree burn.






